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DEUTERONOMY 32:46-47A 

…HE (MOSES) SAID TO THEM, 
“TAKE TO HEART ALL THE WORDS BY WHICH I AM WARNING YOU TODAY, 

THAT YOU MAY COMMAND THEM TO YOUR CHILDREN, 
THAT THEY MAY BE CAREFUL TO DO ALL THE WORDS OF THIS LAW. 

FOR IT IS NO EMPTY WORD FOR YOU, BUT YOUR VERY LIFE,…” 
 

 

 The Scriptures are the Words of God,1 living and active, sharper than a two edged sword.2  His 
Word is like fire, like a hammer that shatters rock.3  We humbly seek to approach, engage with, and 
wrestle with these Scriptures.  We desire to learn, apply, and submit to the Scriptures in their entirety, 
Genesis through Revelation.  This has been a journey for us, a journey that we are still walking, as the 
rock of our stubborn hearts is hammered away (sometimes painfully) to see his Word unified and 
cohesive. 

 

Deuteronomy 4:29 

“you will seek the Lord your God and you will find him, if you search after him 
with all your heart and with all your soul.” 

 

 Torah (literally, “Law”, also known as “Book of Instruction” or “Law of Moses” referring to 
Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers, and Deuteronomy)  is the foundation of Scripture.  Torah is an 
inseparable mix of instructive narratives, prophecies, instructions, commandments, decrees, and 
statutes.  Torah is where it all begins, and sets the stage for everything to come afterwards.  Torah 
reveals to us the One True God, righteous and just, his created mankind that fell out of fellowship due to 
sin, and the relationship between the two that continues into eternity.  Because of the beautiful plan 
                                                           
1 2 Tim 3:16 (All references ESV.) 
2 Hebrews 4:12 
3 Jeremiah 23:28 
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that God wove into life from the beginning, a plan to redeem creation and draw it close to himself once 
again through Messiah.  Such incredible mysteries and complex truths are wrapped up in words that are 
often thought of as obsolete. 

 

Psalm 1:1-2 

 “Blessed is the man who walks not in the counsel of the wicked, nor stands in 
the way of sinners, nor sits in the seat of scoffers; but his delight is in the law 
[Torah] of the Lord, and on his law [Torah] he meditates day and night...” 

 
Torah is the first to teach us about the unchanging and eternal character of God.  From Torah, 

we learn that God created the world from nothing by his Word.4  We learn God’s unique name, YHWH, I 
AM,5 which is to be revered and kept set apart.6   God reveals his character through descriptive names 
such as Everlasting God,7 God who Sees,8 God Almighty, 9 and the Lord who sanctifies.10   In Torah, God 
forever connects himself with a chosen (yet rebellious and stubborn)11 people and establishes his 
identity with precision as the God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob.12  Through Torah we learn that YHWH is 
One,13 that YHWH is holy,14 that YHWH is slow to anger, and full of unfailing steadfast love.15 We learn 
that YHWH cares for and delivers his people to dwell among them.16  YHWH is jealous for our love17 and 
will not allow us to be satisfied with the love of another.18  In Torah we are called to love YHWH with all 
of our being,19 and to love our neighbor as ourselves.20  Through Torah, God provides tangible ways to 
love him by following his commands.21  God provides some insight into what pleases Him,22 and also 
what is detestable23 and abhorrent to Him.24  Torah shows us that the glory of YHWH is the ultimate 

                                                           
4 Genesis 1:3 (Note: The example footnotes listed are not intended to be exhaustive.) 
5 Exodus 3:14-15 
6 Deuteronomy 5:11 
7 Genesis 21:33 
8 Genesis 16:13 
9 Genesis 17:1 
10 “Keep my statutes and do them; I am the Lord who sanctifies you.” – Leviticus 20:8 
11 Deuteronomy 9 
12 We see in Matthew 22:32 that Yeshua still identifies God as the “God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob” and uses this as the basis 
for YHWH being a God of the living and not the dead.  
13 Deuteronomy 6:4 
14 Exodus 3:5, Leviticus 11:4 
15 Exodus 34:6-8 
16 Exodus 3:7, Exodus 2945-46 
17 Exodus 34:14 
18 Exodus 20:5, Exodus 34:14 
19 Deuteronomy 6:5 
20 Leviticus 19:18 
21 Exodus 20:6, Deuteronomy 5:10, Deuteronomy 7:9, Deuteronomy 11:1 (parallel in 1 John 5:2-3) 
22 Genesis 8:21, Note: the pleasing aroma of sacrifices (not sacrifices for sin) will be restored in the end days, see Malachi 3:4, 
Zechariah 14:21 
23 Deuteronomy 29:17 
24 Leviticus 11:41-45, Deuteronomy 14:3, Deuteronomy 18:9-14 (Note how this still applies after Torah: 1 Samuel 15:22-23, 
Micah 5:12-15 & Revelation 9:21, Revelation 22:15)     
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purpose.25  We see in Torah that God does not change26 and that his promises are eternal for all 
generations.27 

 

Psalm 119:25-32 

“My soul clings to the dust; give me life according to your word!  When I told of 
my ways, you answered me; teach me your statutes!  Make me understand the 
way of your precepts, and I will meditate on your wondrous works.  My soul 
melts away for sorrow; strengthen me according to your word!  Put false ways 
far from me and graciously teach me your law!  I have chosen the way of 
faithfulness; I set your rules before me.  I cling to your testimonies, O Lord; let 
me not be put to shame!  I will run in the way of your commandments when 
you enlarge my heart!” 

 

Torah teaches us our identity as mankind, created uniquely in his image from dust and breath.28  
Torah provides the first-time usage for words and concepts used throughout Scripture.  As we see words 
such as love, faith, covenant, grace, compassion, obedience throughout all Scripture we should be 
reminded of the ways which YHWH first brought them forth into being in Torah and then how He 
subsequently used them throughout his entire Word.  We see throughout the Biblical narrative that 
following Torah (righteousness) brought blessings, ignoring Torah (lawlessness) brought curses.29  Faith 
was demonstrated to be genuine by obedience to God’s word.30  The deceiver’s first act was to convince 
mankind into doubting the commands and promises of God.31  God, through His grace, provided means 
for atonement for sin through blood sacrifices,32 though not complete and thus the need to repeating 
regularly and ultimately for a true Messiah.33   

Torah describes how mankind is to interact with God, how to present themselves in his 
presence, both children of Abraham as well as the sojourners.34  God describes acceptable worship of 
himself.35  Torah provides warnings against presumptuous worship, assuming mankind can serve YHWH 
in opposition to the definition he has revealed, 36 or by trying to implement the promise of YHWH 

                                                           
25 Even the purpose of Pharaoh’s stubbornness was to reveal YHWH’s power and proclaim his great name.  -- Exodus 9:16 
26 “God is not man, that he should lie, or a son of man, that he should change his mind.” – Numbers 23:19 
27 Genesis 9:12, Genesis 17:7, Exodus 12:14 
28 Genesis 2:7 
29 Genesis 3:17, Genesis 18:19-33, Deuteronomy 11:26-28, note in Exodus 32:33 a reference to blotting out names from a book, 
a term normally thought to apply only to Revelation 
30 “I will multiply your offspring as the stars of heaven and will give to your offspring all the nations of these lands.  And in your 
offspring all the nations of the earth shall be blessed, because Abraham obeyed my voice and kept my charge, my 
commandments, my statues and my laws.”  - Genesis 26:4-5 
31 Genesis 3:1 
32 Leviticus 4:20 
33 Hebrews 13:11-12 
34 Exodus 12:49, Leviticus 16:29, Leviticus 17;8, Leviticus 17:10, Leviticus 24:22 
35 Deuteronomy 12, Deuteronomy 16:21-17:8, Deuteronomy 18:9   
36 Genesis 4:5-6, Leviticus 10:1. Numbers 16 (this assumption of being in fellowship is referenced in 2 Timothy 2:19 where Paul 
quotes Numbers 16:5)   
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through human means.37  Through Torah, God explains in detail the appointed times38 and Sabbaths39 
that are to be kept by the people of God and sojourners among them.40  Torah is applicable to all of 
humanity that desire to follow YHWH, to the Jews, Gentiles, foreigners, and sojourners.41  God’s people 
were to declare the glory and salvation of YHWH to all nations,42 as a light to all nations.43 

Torah laid the framework for understanding Messiah, about which the apostles and Messiah 
testify.44  The words of Torah overflow with the foreshadowing of the Messiah and promises of a 
Redeemer.45  From archetypal men, like Adam, Noah, Joseph and Moses, to the tangible illustrations of 
the Appointed Times and the Temple sacrificial system, Torah points us to the Messiah. 46  The very 
fabric of Biblical culture, as outlined in Torah, weaves the Messiah into the cycle of life.  The entire 
narrative of YHWH working in and through his people from Adam, to Jacob, to Judah, to David, and to 
Joseph sets the amazing background for the long awaited Messiah, Yeshua’s arrival in the flesh to dwell 
among men.47      

 

John 1:45 

“Philip found Nathanael and said to him, “We have found him of whom Moses 
in the Torah and also the Prophets wrote, Yeshua of Nazareth, the son of 
Joseph.”” 

 

The Prophets and Writings depend upon the definitions, commands, and narratives which are 
established in Torah.  The YHWH presented in Torah is the same YHWH worshipped in the Prophets and 
Writings.48  The Prophets and Writings also warn against serving God through our own definition or 

                                                           
37 Genesis 17:18, Deuteronomy 1:41-46 
38 Appointed times, in Hebrew “moed” are one of the primary functions of our sun and moon.  See their creation in Genesis 
1:14 (some translations incorrectly read “seasons”) and later in Psalm 104:19.  These Appointed times include Passover 
(sacrifice of the lamb, also day that Messiah celebrated the Passover “Lord’s Supper” and was crucified), Feast of Unleavened 
Bread (Messiah in the grave), First Fruits (barley harvest, day of Messiah’s Resurrection), Feast of Weeks (wheat harvest, day of 
Pentecost), Feast of Trumpets (New Year), Day of Atonement, Feast of Booths/Tabernacles (remembering when God dwelled 
with his people, Christ became flesh and dwelled among us & looking forward to the wedding feast)     
39 ‘Above all you shall keep my Sabbaths, for this is a sign between me and you throughout your generations, that you may 
know that I, the Lord, sanctify you.” -- Exodus 31:13 
40 Leviticus 23, Numbers 9, Numbers 9:14  
41 Romans 11:17, Isaiah 56:6  
42 1 Chronicles 16:23-27 
43 Isaiah 42:6, Isaiah 49: 6, Isaiah 51:1-4 
44 “Then Jesus took them through the writings of Moses and all the prophets, explaining from all the Scriptures the things 
concerning himself.” – Luke 24:27 
“From morning till evening he expounded to them, testifying to the kingdom of God and trying to convince them about Jesus 
both from the Law of Moses and from the Prophets.” – Acts 28:23 
45 Genesis 2:9-14, Exodus 12:21-24, see also Acts 7:17,  
46 As Passover Lamb, 1 Corinthians 5:7, as Firstfruit from the dead 1 Corinthians 15:20 (Christ’s resurrection occurred on the day 
of Feast of Firstfruits as outlined in Leviticus 23) 
47 Luke 3:23-38 
48 The same identity, covenants and promises continue, for example see 2 Kings 13:23, Jeremiah 33:14, The same Torah 
continues, for example Nehemiah 9, Joshua 8:34, Daniel 9: 1-16, Isaiah 24:6, 
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presumption, 49 or in combination with false religions.50  The Prophets and Writings reiterate the 
appointed times and Sabbaths51 and also warn against moving the dates of the appointed times.52  God 
sent prophets to restore Torah living (righteousness) to His people.53  Torah was so important that the 
kings were to write a copy for their own.54  The righteous kings sought to follow YHWH with their whole 
being by walking in obedience, following and applying Torah.55  We cannot truly understand, quote, or 
seek to emulate the judges, kings, or prophets apart from Torah. 

 

Joshua 22:5 

“Only be very careful to observe the commandment and the law that Moses 
the servant of the Lord commanded you, to love the Lord your God, and to walk 
in all his ways and to keep his commandments and to cling to him and to serve 
him with all your heart and with all your soul.” 

 

Not only is Torah foundational for understanding and interpreting the rest of pre-Messianic 
Scripture, the lives and ministry of Yeshua and his apostles were built on Torah.  The parents of both 
John the Baptist and Messiah were followers of Torah.56  Yeshua is actually the Word of God, not only 
Torah and the Prophets, but the entirety of the Word of God.  Yeshua is God’s communication to 
mankind.  The Word was with God in the beginning and is God.57  The Word became flesh to live a 
sinless, perfect Torah-following,58 life in order that His blood sacrifice, as the spotless Lamb, would be 
acceptable and pleasing to God as the complete atonement for our sin.59  Yeshua, the Messiah, the 
Living Word, quoted Torah as essential for life.60  Yeshua lived out (walked) his obedience by example as 

                                                           
49 In 1 Samuel 13:8-15 we see Saul’s kingdom removed for assuming he could administer the sacrifice on his own apart from the 
command of YHWH through Samuel. 
50 Judges 6:25, 2 Kings 21:7 
51 2 Chronicles 8:13, Isaiah 58:13, Ezekiel 20:20 
52 In 1 Kings 12:31 Jeroboam establishes the feast of Sukkot on the 15th day of the 8th month, “in the month that he had devised 
from his own heart”, which was in opposition to the appointed 15th day of the 7th month in Leviticus 23:34.   Also note in Daniel 
7:25 that the fourth beast “shall think to change the times and the law”, which many interpret as a reference to Rome changing 
from the biblical calendar to the Julian calendar during the reign of Julius Caesar.   

Contrast the stubbornness and rebellion of Jeroboam and the beast with the grace shown in 2 Chronicles 30:2, 8-22 
where the people were able to fully keep Passover with hearts seeking God even though they were a month late and not fully 
conducted according to the laws of cleanliness. “For Hezekiah had prayed for them, saying, “May the good Lord pardon 
everyone who sets his heart to seek God, the Lord, the God of his fathers, even though not according to the sanctuary's rules of 
cleanness.” And the Lord heard Hezekiah and healed the people.  And the people of Israel who were present at Jerusalem kept 
the Feast of Unleavened Bread seven days with great gladness, and the Levites and the priests praised the Lord day by day, 
singing with all their might to the Lord.”   
53 Hosea 4:6 
54 Deuteronomy 17:18,  
55 2 Chronicles 31:20-21, 2 Chronicles 34:19-33, 1 Kings 3:14, 2 Kings 2:3, 2 Kings 23:21-25, Psalm 19: 7-14, Psalm 119 
56 Luke 1:6, Luke 2:21-24 
57 John 1:1-5 
58 Luke 2:22, Mark 1:44, note that Yeshua was not charged with breaking the Torah in his arrest- the only charge against Jesus 
aside from being the Son of God was that he would destroy and rebuild the temple  (Matthew 26:57-68) 
59 1 Peter 1:19, Luke 22:7, John 1:19, 1 Corinthians 5:7, 2 Corinthians 5:21 
60 “‘Man shall not live by bread alone, but by every word that comes from the mouth of God.’” – Matthew 4:4 quoting 
Deuteronomy 8:3 
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a humble servant.61  Yeshua is identified as “Rabbi” (a teacher of Tanakh) by the people, by Jewish 
leaders and by his disciples.62  Messiah stated that Torah has not been cancelled,63 and will remain as 
long as Heaven and Earth remain.64  Yeshua spent much of his ministry explaining a proper 
interpretation of Torah, but not contradicting65 or replacing Torah.66 Yeshua stressed that no portion of 
Torah should be neglected, including both the “weighty” principles of justice, mercy and faithfulness and 
the “light” principles of tithing.67  He taught that Torah obedience goes deeper than just the physical 
acts but that it must originate from the heart.68  

  

Matthew 5:17-20 

”Do not think that I have come to abolish Torah or the Prophets; I have not 
come to abolish them but to fulfill them. For truly, I say to you, until heaven 
and earth pass away, not an iota, not a dot, will pass from Torah until all is 
accomplished.  Therefore, whoever relaxes one of the least of these 
commandments and teaches others to do the same will be called least in the 
kingdom of heaven, but whoever does them and teaches them will be called 
great in the kingdom of heaven.  For I tell you, unless your righteousness 
exceeds that of the scribes and Pharisees, you will never enter the kingdom of 
heaven.” 

 

Similarly, the disciples and apostles of Rabbi Yeshua referenced, quoted, and applied Torah,69 
and in every way they upheld the teachings of Torah.70  Paul lived in observance of the law.71 Paul 

                                                           
61 Matthew 12:18-21, Mark 10:45 
62 John 6:25, John 3:2, Mark 9:5, John 4:31,  
63 What about pork, doesn’t Yeshua declare all foods clean in Mark 7:19?  Please consider context, Yeshua is 
challenging the tradition of washing hands before eating.  He states that handwashing is not required to make food 
clean.  A word study will show that the word used for food, “broma” or “meat” is never used to describe the flesh, 
“sarx” of pig.  Throughout the Scriptures, the flesh of pigs is never referred to as “meat” or “food”, but always as 
“flesh” (e.g. Isaiah 65:4, Isaiah 66:17).   
64 Matthew 5:17-20 
65 What about the verses that show Yeshua, his disciples, or the lame “breaking the Sabbath”?  Yeshua provides the application 
of this commandment which differed from tradition of the leaders which were confronting him.  He does not state that any of 
the work specified in Torah as forbidden is allowable.  Yeshua does not state Sabbath has been cancelled, nor does he state that 
Sabbath has been moved to a different day.  Yeshua clearly identifies with examples from the Tanakh that preserving life 
(healing, eating) does not violate the command to honor Sabbath.  Yeshua stated that Sabbath is for man, not man for the 
Sabbath.  Sabbath does not apply to God.  Yeshua stated that God has been working on Sabbath ever since the first Sabbath.  It 
was also for this claim of being equal with God that the leaders set to kill him.  – John 5:18.  Consider for yourself, wrestle with 
this, is our view of Sabbath the same that Yeshua had? 
66 Luke 10:26-28, Matthew 19:8, Matthew 23:1-3, Mark 7:1-13 
67 “"…you tithe mint and dill and cumin, and have neglected the weightier matters of the law: justice and mercy and 
faithfulness. These you ought to have done, without neglecting the others." -- Matthew 23:23 
68 Matthew 5:21-48, Matthew 15:2-9, Matthew 19:8-9 
69 Acts 7, Acts 13: 16-42, 1 John 3:11-15, 1 Corinthians 9:8-12, 10:1-10, 1 Timothy 5:18, 2 Timothy 2:19,  2 Peter 2:4-, Romans 
11:16 
70 Romans 3:31 
71 Acts 21:24, Acts 25:8 
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defended Torah, saying that it is holy, righteous and good,72 and that it in no way contradicts the 
promise of Messiah.73  Paul stated that all Scripture, including Torah, is breathed by God.74  The apostles 
and Messiah-following communities upheld Sabbath, even after the death75 and resurrection of the 
Messiah.76  They continued in the cycle of meeting corporately with God at the Appointed Times.77  
When the early believers were accused of defacing Torah, or teaching others to disregard Torah,78 they 
responded that this was not the case.79  In fact, they taught that since the time of Abraham God’s 
people have ignored Torah, resisted the Spirit and persecuted the prophets sent to bring them back to 
the truth. 80  Torah was never disregarded by the apostles,81 but held as the utmost authority, under 
leading of the Spirit, for bringing people of God back from lawlessness.  The Scriptures (Torah, Prophets 
and Writings) were held to be the instrument for properly interpreting the preaching of man.82   

  

                                                           
72 Romans 2:13, Romans 7:12 
73 Galatians 3:21 
74 1 Timothy 3:14-16 
75 Matthew 28:1 
76 Acts 16:13, 16, Acts 17:2,  
77 Acts 13:27, Acts 13:44, Acts 20:6, Hebrews 4:9, 1 Corinthians 5:8.  The pouring out of the spirit in Acts 2 was a fulfillment of 
the Feast of Weeks appointed time (Pentecost, literally the “fiftieth day” from Feast of Firstfruits as defined in Leviticus 23:15)  
78 You may be thinking “What about pork?  Doesn’t Romans 14:15 say we can eat pork?”  Please consider context, 
the opening and closing of the passage (Romans 14:2 and Romans 14:21) define this as a difference between 
eating meat (see above for meat versus flesh) or only vegetables.   

You may say, “What about the unclean animals of Acts 10:12-13?”  This passage in verse 28 defines that 
the meaning of this vision was  to show the inclusion of the Gentiles. 

And, “What about Colossians 2:8-23? Doesn’t this teach against Sabbath?”  This passage context defines 
the warnings are about “human tradition” (verse 8), “human precepts and teachings” and “self-made religion” 
(verses 22-23), and not a cancellation of the commands, precepts, and statutes of Torah. 
79 Acts 7, Acts 22:3, Acts 22:12, Acts 23:6 
80 Acts 7 
81 You may say “What about Acts 15?  Doesn’t this say that circumcision and the Law are not relevant to Gentiles?”  Ah, this is 
part the struggle, isn’t it?  The handful of passages like this are deeply entrenched as reasons why Gentiles can ignore the law, 
or consider it as being only “for the Jews”.   Please consider the following as you search for yourselves. [1] The conclusion of the 
debate is that salvation for both Jew and Gentile is by grace of Yeshua (verse 11), that physical circumcision and keeping the 
Law of Moses are not required for salvation.  The Holy Spirit agreed with this decision (verse 28).  This author does not disagree 
with this ruling, but rather rejoices in it for there is no one perfect aside from Messiah.  Salvation is not earned by works.  [2] 
Why was there such a great debate?  Note that the debate is not whether the Law of Moses is still holy and good.  The debate is 
whether Gentiles should be forced to convert to Judaism, whether “it is necessary to circumcise them and to order them to 
keep the Law of Moses” (verse 5).  If the commands in Torah were no longer relevant at all, then there should have been no 
debate at all, and Torah should have been disregarded.  If the commandments are no longer applicable, the result of the ruling 
should have been that Gentiles are free from Torah in entirety.  [3] Why then are certain laws pulled out from Torah for 
Gentiles to obey (verses 20, 29)?  The commandments to abstain from blood (Genesis 9:4, Leviticus 7:26), immorality (Leviticus 
20:10-21), and food sacrificed to idols would have been key initial laws—the bare minimum needed to preserve the unity 
between Gentiles and Jewish believers in Messiah, to keep Gentiles from offending their Jewish brothers in Yeshua.  Do 21st 
century Western Christians even apply these few laws which were commanded to Gentiles? [4] Evaluate for yourself, is this 
passage evidence enough to ignore the law entirely just because we aren’t ordered to keep it?  [5] The result of the debate 
continues to say that the Law of Moses has been and is still being read.  Why would this be important if the Torah does not 
apply to Gentiles? Verse 21, “For from ancient generations Moses has had in every city those who proclaim him, for he is read 
in every Sabbath in the synagogues.” 
82 Acts 17:11 
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Act 7:51-53 
“You stiff-necked people, uncircumcised in heart and ears, you always resist the 
Holy Spirit. As your fathers did, so do you. Which of the prophets did your 
fathers not persecute? And they killed those who announced beforehand the 
coming of the Righteous One, whom you have now betrayed and murdered, 
you who received the law as delivered by angels and did not keep it.” 

 

 It is evident from the Scriptures that Torah lays the groundwork for our understanding the rest 
of Scriptures.  Additionally, the Messiah himself, and his apostles faithfully taught and lived out Torah.  
In light of this we need to evaluate, or most likely reevaluate, the implications of all of Scripture for our 
redemption and for our new life in the Messiah. 

In the Scriptures, God calls us to repentance, to turn from our sin and cling to God so that we 
might live.83  We are justified by faith in Jesus, the Messiah, not by works of Torah.84  This is a gift of 
grace from God and is not something we can earn.  There are very strong warnings against trying to earn 
salvation according to the flesh,85 or “relying on works of the Torah” for justification.86  Paul insists that 
“circumcision of the heart”, a term originating in Torah,87 is required.88  This does not negate the 
commandments.89  The promises of God for faith in Messiah do not contradict Torah that taught us, as a 
guardian, about sin.90  We are released from the curse of the law of sin and death91 through the blood of 
the Messiah.92 Sin no longer rules over us,93 so that we can be slaves of righteousness and joint heirs in 
his kingdom.94  God, in his grace, renews our mind as we sacrifice ourselves to Him, so we can be 
                                                           
83 Ezekiel 18:21-32, Matthew 3:2, Matthew 4:17, Matthew 12:41, Matthew 26:28, Luke 5:32, Luke 13:5,  
84 Romans 3:28, 5, Galatians 2:16 
85 “Accepting circumcision” as a term for legal conversion to become under the law for justification, a path of relying on the 
flesh that Paul rejects as he condemns the “circumcision party” of Acts 11:2, Galatians 2:12 and Titus 1:10  See footnote for Acts 
15. 
86 Galatians 3:10, 5:1-6, Romans 9:32 
87 “And now, Israel, what does the Lord your God require of you, but to fear the Lord your God, to walk in all his ways, to love 
him, to serve the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul, and to keep the commandments and statutes of the 
Lord, which I am commanding you today for your good?  Behold, to the Lord your God belong heaven and the heaven of 
heavens, the earth with all that is in it. Yet the Lord set his heart in love on your fathers and chose their offspring after them, 
you above all peoples, as you are this day. Circumcise therefore the foreskin of your heart, and be no longer stubborn.” 
Deuteronomy 10:13-16  
“And the Lord your God will circumcise your heart and the heart of your offspring, so that you will love the Lord your God with 
all your heart and with all your soul, that you may live.” Deuteronomy 30:6 
88 “For circumcision indeed is of value if you obey the law, but if you break the law, your circumcision becomes uncircumcision. 
So, if a man who is uncircumcised keeps the precepts of the law, will not his uncircumcision be regarded as circumcision? Then 
he who is physically uncircumcised but keeps the law will condemn you who have the written code and circumcision but break 
the law.  For no one is a Jew who is merely one outwardly, nor is circumcision outward and physical.  But a Jew is one inwardly, 
and circumcision is a matter of the heart, by the Spirit, not by the letter. His praise is not from man but from God.” -- Romans 
2:25-29 
89 1 Corinthians 7:19 
90 Galatians 3:21 
91 Romans 7:6, Romans 8:2 
92 Ephesians 2:13 
93 Romans 6:14 
94 Romans 6:18, Romans 8:17, Ephesians 3:6 
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transformed by the Spirit and discern his will for our lives. 95  There is no condemnation for those who 
walk with Yeshua,96 because He has fulfilled the righteous requirement of Torah for us.97  Now, we can 
confidently enter the presence with God by the blood of Yeshua.98   

Repentance and faith is demonstrated to be genuine by obedience,99 through good works,100  
and bearing good fruit,101 which are only enabled by the power of God.102  Faith also requires 
forgiveness.103  Faith does not overthrow Torah, but rather upholds it.104  Genuine faith requires walking 
the path of righteousness (not lawlessness)105 in obedience106 and not making a practice of sin 
(lawlessness).107  

 

1 John 3:10 
By this it is evident who are the children of God, and who are the children of 
the devil: whoever does not practice righteousness is not of God, nor is the one 
who does not love his brother. 

 

Loving God with all our heart, mind and strength, and loving our neighbor as ourselves is the 
fulfillment of Torah.108  All of the commands depend upon (literally ‘hang upon’) love.109  Every 
command and the essence of the entire Torah demonstrate either a committed love for YHWH or a 
sacrificial love for mankind.  We strive to love one another with a pure heart, encourage one another, 
and carry one another’s burdens and so fulfill the law of the Messiah.110  Love does not replace Torah, 
and love will never contradict Torah.111  

The Spirit of the Living God, the long-awaited promise, was sent to us to enable us to love,112 
and as counselor to bring us into all truth.  This is not a concept developed after the death and 
resurrection of the Messiah.  This has been the heart of Torah from the start. It was the promise for 
which the people had been longing.  So when the apostles declare to God’s people that the Spirit has 
come they immediately and completely understand this to be the fulfillment of the covenant 

                                                           
95 Romans 12:1-2 
96 Romans 8:1 
97 Romans 8:4 
98 Hebrews 10:19 
99 Romans 15:18, Romans 16:26, Hebrews 11.  To reiterate, salvation is through grace and is not gained by works.   
100 James 2:14-26, Titus 1:16, Matthew 7:17 
101 Matthew 3:8-10, Matthew 7:15-20, Matthew 12:33, Matthew 13:23, Matthew 21:43 
102 Philippians 2:13, Galatians 5:22, Ephesians 2:10 
103 Luke 17:14, Matthew 6:15, Matthew 18:35 
104 “Do we then overthrow the law by this faith?  By no means! On the contrary, we uphold the law.” Romans 3:31 
105 1 John 3:10 
106 Hebrews 11:4-31 
107 1 John 3:4-10 
108 Matthew 22: 34-40, Romans 13:8-10 
109 Matthew 22:40 
110 Galatians 6:2 
111  One cannot love one’s neighbor while violating Torah (e.g. murdering one’s neighbor).   
112 Romans 5:5 
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promise. 113  The result, the fruit, of following the flesh is in violation of Torah.114  However, following the 
Spirit of the Living God will keep us from following the flesh, and will bear fruit that is in keeping with 
Torah.115   As promised, the Spirit will write God’s Torah on our hearts,116 transforming hearts of stone 
into hearts of flesh, to enable us to follow Torah naturally and with great joy.117 

 

Hebrews 10:16 

“This is the covenant that I will make with them after those days, declares the 
Lord: I will put my laws on their hearts, and write them on their minds,” 

 

God will return to separate the sheep from the goats,118 and call his bride dressed in a white 
robe of righteous works.119   A parable of ten virgins illustrates that even among those who are anxiously 
awaiting the return of the Messiah, not all will be invited to the wedding feast.  The ones who have 
prepared the “extra oil”, used to sanctify and remember the Sabbath, were the ones truly ready when 
the Messiah came.120  Revelation gives a call to action for the perseverance of the ones devoted to God, 
to follow the commandments of God and hold to their testimony of Yeshua.121 At the end of days, Torah 
will still be relevant, wonderful, and desirable as the nations travel to learn the ways of YHWH.122  The 
Sabbaths123, sacrifices, and Appointed Times124 will still be held.   

Every word breathed from the mouth of YHWH, Scripture in its entirety, is valuable, relevant 
and in no way obsolete or abolished.  Torah is the foundation for the rest of Scripture, revealing God, 
man and how we are to interact.  It is for the covenant people and all who join themselves, in faith, 
through the redeeming work of the Messiah.  Yeshua and the apostles taught and lived all aspects of 
Torah.  These truths have deep implications on how all of Scripture should be interpreted, and 
ultimately the manner in which we are called to live out our faith in the One True God.   

With this knowledge provided in Scripture, how should we seek to learn about and prepare to 
worship YHWH for eternity?  Let us evaluate closely any excuse or tradition of man and test them with 

                                                           
113 Hebrews 10:16, Zechariah 7:9-12, Jeremiah 31:33 
114 Galatians 5:19-21 are all violations of Torah 
“For the mind that is set on the flesh is hostile to God, for it does not submit to God’s law; indeed it cannot.  Those who are in 
the flesh cannot please God.” Romans 8:7-8 
115 Galatians 5:22-23, Romans 8: 9-14 
116 Jeremiah 31:33 
117 See also Romans 2:14 who by nature did what the law requires since it was written on their hearts. 
118 Matthew 25:31-46 
119 Revelation 19:7-8 
120 Matthew 25:1-13 
121 “Then the dragon became furious with the woman and went off to make war on the rest of her offspring, on those who keep 
the commandments of God and hold to the testimony of Jesus.” Revelation 12:17 
“Here is a call for the endurance of the saints, those who keep the commandments of God and their faith in Jesus.” Revelation 
14:12 
122 Isaiah 2:3, Micah 4: 1-2,  Malachi 3:4, Malachi 4:1-4, Zechariah 14:21 
123 Isaiah 66:15-24  
124 Zechariah 14:16-21 
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Scripture.  Let us not claim only mere portions of his Word.125  Let us not develop stubborn hearts when 
confronted with the Word of YHWH.  Rather, let us humbly seek to approach YHWH through the grace 
and forgiveness of his Son, and allow his Spirit to transform our hearts to see his Word—beautiful, 
cohesive, unified, and eternal for all of mankind for the glory of YHWH. 

 

Zechariah 7:9-12 

Thus says YHWH of hosts, “Render true judgments, show kindness and mercy 
to one another, do not oppress the widow, the fatherless, the sojourner, or the 
poor, and let none of you devise evil against another in your heart.”  But they 
refused to pay attention and turned a stubborn shoulder and stopped their 
ears that they might not hear.  They made their hearts diamond-hard lest they 
should hear the Torah and the words that YHWH of hosts had sent by his Spirit 
through the former prophets.”  

 

Micah  4:1-5 

“It shall come to pass in the latter days that the mountain of the house of the 
Lord shall be established as the highest of the mountains, and it shall be lifted 
up above the hills; and peoples shall flow to it, and many nations shall come, 
and say: “Come, let us go up to the mountain of the Lord, to the house of the 
God of Jacob, that he may teach us his ways and that we may walk in his 
paths.” 

For out of Zion shall go forth the law, and the word of the Lord from Jerusalem. 
He shall judge between many peoples, and shall decide for strong nations far 
away; and they shall beat their swords into plowshares, and their spears into 
pruning hooks; nation shall not lift up sword against nation, neither shall they 
learn war anymore; but they shall sit every man under his vine and under his fig 
tree, and no one shall make them afraid, for the mouth of the Lord of hosts has 
spoken.  For all the peoples walk each in the name of its god, but we will walk 
in the name of the Lord our God forever and ever.” 

 

 

 

                                                           
125 “And the word of the Lord will be to them precept upon precept, precept upon precept, line upon line, line 
upon line, here a little, there a little, that they may go, and fall backward, and be broken, and snared, and taken.” 
Isaiah 28:13 


